SUMMARY of DIAGRAM
The Scriptures definitely teach that there is an eternal existence beyond the grave for all men. 

Man was created in the image of God and exists in 3 states:

1) Body and spirit united in a physical body

2) Body and spirit separated, with the spirit in Hades and the body in the tomb

3) Resurrected body & spirit reunited in a final eternal abode, heaven or hell.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1st Circle ( represents the realm of this world where the spirit of man lives in a physical body.

Some in this life have been obedient to the commands for salvation, which are:

· Faith in Christ 

· Repentance

· Confession

· Immersion in water in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins 

(Mark 16:16, Acts 2:36-38, Acts 8:36-38, Acts 22:16)

Some others, such as the innocent (i.e. children) are safe.

(Matthew 18:2-3, 19:13-15; Mark 10:13-16)

Still others are lost in sin. (Mark 16:16)
The first state of human existence terminates in death; the body goes to the grave and the immortal spirit to Hades 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1st Line ( represents our physical death on earth. 

Death is the door to the next world!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2nd Circle ( represents Sheol or Hedes, the abode of all disembodied spirits.

Here all souls are in a state of consciousness. 

(LK. 16:19-31, 2 Cor. 12:1-4, Rev. 6:9-11, Rev. 14:13)

The righteous are happy in Paradise and the wicked are miserable in Tartarus. 

While in this intermediate state the human spirit is separated from its body. 

In Hades the “gulf” is fixed. This state commences at death and ends with the resurrection. 

When the third state begins, at the second coming of Christ, Hades will be destroyed. (Rev. 20:14)
=============================================================================

2nd Line ( represents the resurrection of the dead and the day of final judgment. (Matthew 25:31-46, Romans 14:8-12, Rev. 20:11-15)

People’s spirits will leave Hades when Jesus comes again and the bodies are raised at the last day. 

At the end of time (at the return of Jesus), the spirits of people who died in Christ will come from Hades and then the spirits of those who are still alive in Christ will join them to meet Christ in the air. At that moment, all the spirits of the saved will be united with their resurrected immortal bodies, in a twinkling of an eye.  (John 5:28-29, 1 Thes. 4:14-16, Rev. 1:18, Rev. 20:13-14)

Then there shall be a great judgment day, when all men shall be given there eternal rewards or punishments. (MT. 16:27, MT. 25:31-46, Acts 17:31, Acts 24:15)

At that time all mankind will give an account of the deeds done in the body, whether good or bad; judgment will be pronounced, and the execution of judgment will begin. (MT. 7:21-23)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3rd Circle (Top) ( represents Heaven, the eternal home of the righteous. 

(Rev. 21-22:5; cf. 7:13-17; John 14:1-3; 1 Peter 1:4)

There the inhabitants will live in perfect peace and never grow old, for in God’s presence there is “fullness of joy” and “pleasures for evermore.” (Psalm 16:11)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3rd Circle (Bottom) ( represents Gehenna (Hell), the eternal place of condemnation for all the wicked. (MT. 25:41, 46; 2 Thes. 1:9; Mark 9:44-48; Mark 12:40; Rev. 21:8)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

NO one is annihilated after the judgment period.  The “eternal” or “everlasting” life of the righteous in heaven will be endless; likewise, the “eternal” or “everlasting” punishment of the wicked in hell will be endless.

