TERMS OF THE AFTER LIFE

DEATH

All are destined to die once (Heb. 9:27)
GRAVE ( the receptacle of the body
HADES (Sheol – Hebrew) ( refers to the intermediate state of the disembodied spirits between death and the resurrection. The unseen or invisible world.

· Divided into two compartments: Paradise and Tartarus

· Scripture references: Matt. 11:23, Matt. 16:18, Luke 10:15, Luke 16:23, Acts 2:27&31, Rev. 1:18, Rev. 6:8, Rev. 20:13-14

· All disembodied spirits remain in Hades until the resurrection of their bodies. 

PARADISE ( a compartment of Hades occupied by righteous spirits as they await final judgment

· Mentioned as a place of comfort (Abraham’s bosom) in Luke 16:22-23

· Christ’s was not abandoned in Hades in Acts 2:31. 

· Scripture references: Luke 23:43

· In reference to the thief on the cross, Paradise could not have meant Heaven because Jesus did not ascend to heaven until forty days after His resurrection.  Jesus went to Hades after His death on the cross (Acts 2:27, 31)

· Sometimes the word is used to refer to the eternal home of the redeemed

· Abraham is in Paradise Luke 16:22-23, David is in Paradise (not Heaven) Acts 2:34

· Waiting to be with God 

TARTARUS ( a compartment of Hades occupied by wicked spirits between death and the resurrection as they await final judgment.

· Scripture references: 2 Peter 2:4 (translated “hell” but is Tartarus in Greek)

· A place of punishment preceding the final judgment (2 Pet. 2:9); punished before and after judgment

· Jude 6 = fallen angels held till judgment

GREAT GULF (Luke 16:23-26) ( separates Paradise and Tartarus.  It is fixed and cannot be crossed.

HEAVEN ( the eternal dwelling place of God (Mat. 5:16; 12:50; Rev. 3:12)
· Where Jesus is sitting at the right hand of God the Father (Heb. 8:1, 1 Pet. 3:22, Phil 3:20-21)

· Where the saints will dwell eternally (2 Cor. 5:1, Rev. 21 & 22)

GEHENNA (Hell) ( the final abode of the wicked, the hell of fire. 

· Scripture references: Matt. 5:22, 29, 30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15, 33; Mark 9:43, 45, 47; Luke 12:5; James 3:6

· Punishment here is worse than in Tartarus ( it comprehends both soul and body after the resurrection and judgment (Matt. 10:28): 

· Mat 10:28 “Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”

JUDGMENT & RESURRECTION 

1) 2nd Coming of Jesus

2) People’s spirits will leave Hades and the resurrected bodies will come from the graves

3) At that time, all spirits will be united with their resurrected immortal bodies (John 5:28,-29, 1 Thes. 4:14-17, Rev. 1:18)
· 1Co 15:52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
4) Those who are dead shall be raised; those who are living at Christ’s coming shall not die, but their bodies shall be made immortal (Phil. 3:21, 1 Cor. 15:20-57)

· 1Co 15:51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed- 1Co 15:52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.
5) This will be the end of Hades

· Rev 20:13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. Rev 20:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.

6) Then there shall be a great JUDGMENT DAY when all people will be given their eternal rewards or punishments (Mat. 12:41-42, Mat. 16:27, Mat. 25:31-46, Acts 17:31, Acts 24:15)
· Act 17:31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."
7) The faithful child of God should have no fear of death because of Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection

· Heb 2:14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might destroy him who holds the power of death-that is, the devil- Heb 2:15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.
Jesus said, 

Joh 5:28 "Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice Joh 5:29 and come out-those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned.
Rev 1:18 I am the Living One; I was dead, and behold I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.
 Paul said,
Act 24:15 ..there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked.
1Th 4:15 According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 1Th 4:16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 1Th 4:17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.
Act 17:31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the dead."
To the third heaven - The Jews sometimes speak of seven heavens, and Muhammed has borrowed this idea from the Jews. But the Bible speaks of but three heavens, and among the Jews in the apostolic ages also the heavens were divided into three:

(1) The aerial, including the clouds and the atmosphere, the heavens above us, until we come to the stars.

(2) the starry heavens, the heavens in which the sun, moon, and stars appear to be situated.

(3) the heavens beyond the stars. That heaven was supposed to be the residence of God, of angels, and of holy spirits. It was this upper heaven, the dwelling-place of God, to which Paul was taken, and whose wonders he was permitted to behold - this region where God dwelt; where Christ was seated at the right hand of the Father, and where the spirits of the just were assembled. The fanciful opinions of the Jews about seven heavens may be seen detailed in Schoettgen or in Wetstein, by whom the principal passages from the Jewish writings relating to the subject have been collected. As their opinions throw no light on this passage, it is unnecessary to detail them here.
EXPLANATION OF 1 PETER 3:18-20
1Pe 3:18 For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 1Pe 3:19 through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison, 1Pe 3:20 who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built.

after his resurrection Jesus preached to certain supernatural beings who had been disobedient during the times of Noah. The New Testament frequently uses the word “spirits” to refer to supernatural beings (e.g., Heb 1:14: Rev 1:4), usually evil ones (e.g., Matt 8:16; 12:45). He proclaimed victory over the fallen angels of Genesis 6:1-4. This story immediately precedes the story of Noah and is easily associated with it.

The identity of the “sons of God” in Genesis 6:1-4 is itself a matter for debate. What is not debatable is that the “fallen angels” view is a plausible interpretation of Genesis 6 and that many Jews of Peter's day and before knew about this view. Furthermore, a good case can be made that Jude 6 and 2 Peter 2:4 reflect this view of Genesis 6. Both New Testament texts refer to these fallen angels as kept in eternal chains in deepest darkness until the judgment. This resonates with 1 Peter's description of them as “in prison.”
The context of 1 Peter suggests a proclamation of victory over these evil spirits: this would certainly be more encouraging to the readers and fits with the declaration in verse 22 that all spiritual powers have been made subject to Christ.
Summary of what happened

He was put to death, but that was only in the earthly sphere: he has been raised to new spiritual life. In the triumph of his resurrection he went to the fallen angels awaiting judgment in their place of confinement, and proclaimed to them the victory won by his redeeming death. These were those spirits who rebelled against God in the days of Noah . . .
EXPLANATION OF 1 Peter 4:6
1Pe 4:6 For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit. 
The Gospel had been preached to living people, although at the time of writing they were dead

